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SUBJECT: INDUSTRIAL TARIFF NEGOTIATIONS WITH JAPAN: 

LEATHER 

REF: STATE 153155 

REFTEL SUGGESTED REMOVAL OF LEATHER ARTICLES FROM REVISED 
LIST OF HIGH-PRIORITY ITEMS FOR JAPANESE TARIFF CUTS. GOJ 
AND ITS MTN DEL SHOULD UNDERSTAND THAT ABSENCE OF LEATHER 
ARTICLES FROM LIST IS MEANT TO SIGNAL USG CONCERN THAT 
TINY LEATHER IMPORT QUOTAS AND ADMINISTRATIVE HURDLES 
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WOULD MAKE ANY TARIFF CONCESSION MEANINGLESS. IN ABSENCE 
OF GOJ COMMITMENT TO LIBERALIZE QUOTAS AND STREAMLINE 
PROCEDURES FOR LEATHER IMPORTS. USG CANNOT CONSIDER MAKING 
MTN CONCESSIONS IN EXCHANGE FOR REDUCTION OF JAPANESE 
LEATHER TARIFFS. USG MAINTAINS ITS KEEN INTEREST IN 
SUBSTANTIAL ACCESS TO JAPANESE LEATHER MARKET, BUT MUST 
CONCENTRATE ON REMOVAL OF QUOTAS AND ON IMPORT PROCEDURES 
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